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LITTLE WALTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 October 2018 at 7:30pm in the Tufnell Hall 
 
Present:  Councillors Edith Robertson (Chair)  
   Peter Brown  
   Tony Campen 
   Mark Goff 
   Jackie Ketley 
   Teresa Dando 
   Antony Kingham 
   Barbara Denny 
 Clerk  Suzanne Walker  
 County Councillor Councillor Aldridge 
 5 members of the public were present 
 
Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

18/174 Apologies      
Received from Councillor Taylor.               
 

18/175 Declarations of Interest 
None. 
 

18/176 Consideration and approval of Minutes 4 September 2018 
The minutes of the meeting held on 4 September 2018 were formally approved by 
Councillors as a correct record and were signed by the Chair. 
 

18/177  Public Forum- to receive any representations from the public 
A member of the public raised his concerns regarding the proposals for a traveller’s 
site at Drakes Lane.  He raised the points that the City Council seek to justify the site 
on the basis that there are already a number of pitches in the south of the district 
particularly at Runwell but this ignores the fact that there is already a traveller’s site 
in this Parish and that this would overburden the area. 
A resident raised some issues that Councillors Aldridge was able to address.  He 
raised the issue of lorries using Domsey Lane.  Councillor Aldridge had already 
raised the issue of signage in this area with Highways and will raise it again. 
The resident also raised the issue of litter which he stated came from McDonalds 
and Costa Coffee in Domsey Lane and the fact that there are no dog bins in the new 
development.  The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council has been in 
communication with McDonalds on the issue of litter. 
The resident raised the issue of pedestrians using Channels Drive even though there 
is no pavement.  It was confirmed that the issue has already been raised with Essex 
Highways. 
The resident raised the issue of the fact that works have already begun on the new 
phase at Bulls Lodge even though planning permission has yet to be granted.  
Councillor Aldridge confirmed that any complaints on that issue could be raised via 
County Councillor John Spence. 
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A resident representing the businesses at Drakes Lane raised concerns on the 
impact upon businesses of the proposed new traveller’s site and health and safety 
concerns of a residential accommodation in such close proximity to a business park. 
A resident raised concerns regarding the application for the traveller’s site and the 
impact upon the existing settled population. 
Councillor Aldridge confirmed that he had sent a letter to the City Council regarding 
his concerns relating to the traveller’s site application.  He had also sent information 
to the Parish Council regarding the delay in commissioning the new LED streetlights 
in the Parish.  No date has as yet been set for this.  He mentioned that work is being 
undertaken to the Army and Navy flyover.  He also mentioned the new initiative set 
up by Essex County Council to devolve certain minor Highway matters to the Parish 
sector and the fact that a pilot will be undertaken. 
 

18/178 New Planning Applications 
18/178.1 18/01476/FUL - Land East of Drakes Lane industrial estate, Drakes 
Lane, Little Waltham - Change of use of land to Gypsy & Traveller Site and provision 
of 9 pitches, site office and associated infrastructure – Councillors agreed to object 
to the application on the grounds of impact upon infrastructure in the area, lack of 
transport links and impact upon traffic, impact upon public services including health 
and education, and the health and safety concerns of locating such a site in close 
proximity to an industrial estate.  To point out that the Parish Council has objected to 
the inclusion of this site in the emerging local plan and to request that the application 
should be determined by the planning committee. 
 

18/179 Planning Results 
The following results were noted -  
18/179.1 18/01059/CLEUD - Land north of Poste House Cottage, Domsey Lane, 
Little Waltham - The land has been used as a storage yard for years and has an O 
licence – refused 
18/179.2 18/01130/FUL - Tanglewood, Chatham Green, Little Waltham - Single 
storey rear extension, single storey extension to existing detached garage and 
relocation of existing vehicular crossover – Permitted 
18/179.3 18/01251/MOD106 - Land north, south and east of Channels Drive - 
Request for modification of the s106 (Legal) Agreement associated with planning 
permission (10/01976/OUT) to remove the requirement to provide 18 playable holes 
of golf at all times and to provide a replacement golf course prior to the occupation of 
any units within Phases 5 and 6 of the Channels residential-led development – 
Permitted 
18/179.4 18/01197/LBC - Pratts Farm, Pratts Farm Lane, Little Waltham - Single 
storey outbuilding to provide gym, guest accommodation and leisure facilities, with 
landscaping and associated works – withdrawn 
18/179.5 18/01201/FUL - 61 The Street, Little Waltham - Loft conversion with 
roof dormers and 4 roof lights – Permitted 
18/179.6 18/01187/FUL - Barn at Ash Tree Stud, Main Road, Little Waltham - 
Proposed conversion of existing barn to annex dwelling – refused 
18/179.7 18/01241/FUL - Barn adjacent to the old off license, Blasford Hill, Little 
Waltham - Single storey rear extensions to rear of existing dwellings – Permitted 
18/179.8 ESS/23/18/CHL/SPO - Bulls Lodge Quarry (Boreham Airfield Land), 
Generals Lane, Boreham - Continuation of development permitted by CHL/1019/87 
without compliance with condition 1 (Application details) and condition 3 (Completion 



 

 1860 

of extraction and restoration by 31 December 2030) to allow a 6 year temporary 
suspension of extraction within the Boreham Airfield land, relocation of the conveyor 
route to Park Farm land and an extension of time to complete extraction and 
restoration within the Boreham Airfield Land until 31 December 2045.  Planning 
permission CHL/1019/87 was for "Winning and working of sand and gravel". 
Request for Scoping opinion – Scoping Opinion issues 
18/179.9 ESS/24/18/CHL/SPO - Bulls Lodge Quarry (Boreham Airfield Land), 
Generals Lane, Boreham - Continuation of development permitted by CHL/1890/87 
without compliance with condition 1 (Applications details), 3 (Completion of Boreham 
Airfield extraction before the Park Farm land extraction commences), condition 12 
(Working in accordance with phasing plan),  condition 13 (Phasing of development 
with Boreham Airfield) and 16 (Approved conveyor route) to allow a rephrasing of 
operations such that Park Farm is worked earlier within the overall working scheme 
for Bulls Lodge Quarry, Park Farm land is worked from north to south as opposed to 
the approved south to north and to allow an amended route for conveyor from the 
processing plant to Park Farm land extraction.  Planning permission CHL/1890/87 
was for "Winning and working of sand and gravel, the erection of a processing plant 
and ready-mix concrete and mortar plants, workshop and weighbridge and office 
Request for scoping opinion – Scoping opinion issued 
18/179.10 Licensing application for event at Waltham Woods – withdrawn 
18/179.11 16/02305/NAMPRO – Annexe at Little Belsteads, Back Lane Little 
Waltham – new street address confirmed as Belstead’s Barn, Back Lane, Little 
Waltham 
18/179.12 TPO/18/005 – Rembrandt House, Blasford Hill, Little Waltham – 
confirmation of Tree Preservation Order 
 
In particular it was noted that the Chairman had attended the planning committee 
and made representation in relation to the application to revoke the Section 106 
application at Channels.  The application had been granted but it was noted that the 
applicant’s contribution of £1Million is not specifically earmarked so the Parish 
Council will consider applying for that money for the benefit of the Parish. 
 

18/180 To consider issues relating to the Chelmsford City Council Local 
Plan 
It was noted that the plan will be progressing to the examination stage probably in 
November.  The statement of Common Grounds is being prepared.  Councillors wish 
to be clear on how many of the houses in the Woodhouse Lane development will be 
within the Parish as Broomfield Parish Council seem to believe that a proportion of 
that development is within their Parish.  The Clerk will try and obtain some 
information to clarify the situation. 
 

18/181  Correspondence 
Essex County Council 
30 August 2018   Invitation to Superfast Essex broadband event 
21 September 2018   Information regarding highway works at Blasford 
Hill 
 
Chelmsford City Council 
None 
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Other 
Usual bulletins 
 

18/182 Amenity Working Party Report 
18/182.1 To discuss issues relating to the basketball hoop 
Councillor Goff had been working on this issue and it will be necessary to replace the 
item.  Councillors agreed to authorise the sum of £65 - £100 to replace the 
equipment. 
18/182.2 To discuss repair/replacement of the roundabout in the play area 
It was noted that due to the fact that the main central bearing will need to be 
replaced and the roundabout will need to be lifted by machinery to do so the cost of 
repair will be in excess of £2,000.  In addition, the wooden boards are in poor 
condition.  The Clerk had obtained two quotations to replace the item and is awaiting 
a third quotation.  Councillors agreed that an application be made to the Essex 
County Council Community Initiative Fund to see if funding can be obtained to 
replace the item. 
 

18/183 Financial Matters    
18/183.1 Payments for approval  
The following payments were approved –  

 
Payee    Item    £  VAT  Total 

 
Clerk    Salary (Sept. 2018)  458.86  0.00 458.86  
HMRC    PAYE (Sept 2018)  110.40  0.00 110.40  
Essex Pension fund   pension contribution (Sept) 146.83  0.00 146.83 
Clerk    expenses   120.39  0.00 120.39 
MD Landscapes  Grass cutting (August)  122.85  24.57 147.42 
Lambert Smith Hampton Rent for allotment site  77.00  0.00 77.00 
Chelmsford City Council  Fee for play in the park  240.00  0.00 240.00 
PKF Littlejohn   External Audit fee  200.00  40.00 240.00 
Anglian Water  
Business National  Water rates for allotments 452.98  0.00 452.98 
Paul Clark Printing  publication of magazine  675.00  0.00 675.00 
Paul Clark Printing  distribution of magazine  300.00  0.00 300.00 
DW Maintenance  gardening and litter picking 290.00  0.00 290.00 
 
Totals        3,194.31 64.57 3,258.88 

  
18/183.2 Current account balance to be reported at the meeting. 
It was noted that the balance as at 2 October 2018 is £37,304.06. 
 
18/183.3 To receive result of annual external audit 
Councillors noted that a clear audit had been received with no conditions or caveats. 
 
18/183.4 To appoint internal auditor 
Councillors agreed to appoint Alan Clements as the internal auditor for the Parish 

Council. 
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18/184 To consider current situation regarding fencing erected by the 
Cricket Club without permission 
It was noted that the club had stated via its Chairman that the fence will be taken 
down if they are granted a sub-lease providing them with exclusive possession of the 
land.  Discussions with the City Council had showed that due to the existence of the 
public right of way and the fact that the land is classed as public land as it is owned 
by a public authority this is not achievable.  The City Council will be confirming this in 
writing so that it may be provided to the club clarifying the position.  Councillors also 
wish to know when the club will be applying for planning permission and this 
information to be requested from the club. 
  

18/185 Affordable Housing Project 
No further news. 
 

18/186 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk reported as follows –  

1. Further to the question raised at the last meeting the scheme for the 30mph 
speed limit in Chatham Green is still awaiting consultation and funding and is 
still on the Local Highway Panel list. 
  

2. Feedback has been received from the City Council regarding the summer 
‘play in the park’ event.  14 children attended the session on 2 August and 16 
children attended the event on 8 August.  Feedback received was very 
positive. 

 
3. I have reported to the City Council an issue regarding an allegation that a 

resident is trading cars from their property. 
 

4. I have met with Councillor Brown and received training on how to access the 
Parish Council website and upload documentation. 

 
5. On 20 September 2018 I attended the EALC AGM with Councillor Brown and 

we were presented with a certificate marking the grant of the Foundation 
Award to the Parish Council. 

 
6. The handyman has washed the village sign. 

 
7. A dog bin near Church Hill was reported as leaning over so the handyman will 

be putting in an extra post to secure it. 
 

8. Each month I will keep you updated with matters that do not require action at 
this point in time by the Parish Council but need to be noted as ongoing.  This 
month I can advise  

Item Actions awaited Date raised 

Local Highway Panel – 
30mph zone at 
Chatham Green loop  

Awaiting Local 
Highway Panel 

December 2016 

Local Highway Panel – 
20mph zone in village 

Awaiting Local 
Highway Panel 

May 2017 
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Local Highway Panel – 
improvements to bus 
stop at Blasford Hill 

Awaiting Local 
Highway Panel 

October 2017 

Renewal of Playing 
Field lease with 
Chelmsford City Council 

Await City Council September 2016 

Local Highway Panel – 
speed and volume 
survey in the village 

Awaiting Local 
Highway Panel 

September 2018 

 
It was also noted that one of the flower tubs is missing at the end of Chelmer Avenue 
and Councillors agreed that DW Maintenance may replace it and accepted the work 
to plant new winter bedding plants in the existing tubs. 
The report was otherwise noted and accepted. 
 

18/187 To receive update regarding Community Defibrillator project 
It was confirmed that the defibrillator has now been delivered.  Arrangements are in 
place for the phone box to be cleaned and painted.  The Clerk will be chasing up the 
signage that was expected from the provider.  An electrician is being sought to install 
the defibrillator.  A training event will then be organised and Councillors asked that 
the GP surgery be informed of the event. 
 

18/188 To consider matters relating to the Allotments 
Regarding the recreation ground allotments, it was noted that a grant of £1,000 has 
been awarded by the Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ scheme and Councillors agreed that 
once the money has been received that the work may be requested in accordance 
with the lower quotation to upgrade the site and the Parish Council will contribute the 
balance of money required. 
The Clerk reported on actions taken in relation to certain tenants who are not 
keeping their plots in good order and the fact that most of those tenants have given 
up their plots so new tenants are being sought. 
 

18/189 To consider issues surrounding parking and traffic management 
in the Parish 
18/189.1 To consider the issue of school parking 
It was noted that the 3PR activity at the school is less frequent with school staff 
unwilling to approach parents who are parking inconsiderately.  It was also noted 
that a number of vehicles are regularly parked on the road which may belong to staff.  
Councillors requested that the Clerk liaise with the officer at Chelmsford City Council 
who is administering the scheme to try and increase and promote the scheme. 
 
18/189.2 To consider the issues of congestion and speeding in the Parish in general. 
The result of the recent traffic survey demonstrated that the average speed of 
vehicles in the village centre is under 30mph and does not show an increase in the 
number of vehicles from last year.  This will be reported in the next magazine.  The 
Clerk will enquire as to the cost of a SID device for future consideration. 
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18/190 To discuss what representations to make in relation to issues 
surrounding bus lanes. 
No further action unless complaints received from residents. 
 

18/191 To discuss issues in relation to litter in the Parish 
Councillors agreed to organise a Community Litter Pick on a Saturday in November 
and to publicise it on Facebook. 
 

18/190 Matters to be raised by members for the next agenda. 
The Election, Cricket Club. 
 
The meeting concluded at 20.59 
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